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t&E ACE had fled Blue Valley and 
^terror stalhed its sheets. 

The whine of owlhoot lead formed 
a symphony of hate and swift, cruel 
death answered those who dared 
oppose it. Then, when all seemed 
lost to law and order, Rocky Law 
Slapped leather and fearlessly 
galloped into town. Banger rode 
beside him as his six-guns barked 
defiance to The Gunmen 
i--. of Abilene! 



i 



i 
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A LONE HORSEMAN GALLOPS SWIFTLY ACROSS THE 
WIPE WESTERN HIGHLANDS, PENT ON AN IMPORTANT 
MISSION ! | V ^ „ \ 



AHEAP, TWO DESPERADOS 
LURK IN AMBUSH / 



GOiTO GIT TO 
ABILENE FAST / 

s GIDDAP l y 






HUH? NOTHIN' ^ YEH , BUT HENRY N 
BUT ROCKS ^TURNER - PROMISED 
’ AND DIRT/ y US A LOTTA MONEY 
FOR THIS JOB WHEN . 
WE GIT TO BLUE < 



RECKON HE'S FINISHED/ 
TAKE THAT POUCH, >-* 
"-7 TODD! I 



BUSHWHACKERS, 

AHHHhhhh t 



VALLEY.' 



MEANWHILE, IN BLUE VALLEY. SHERIFF 
NUGGET CLARK ENTERTAINS A GUEST.' 



SORRY, UNCLE NUGGET, BUT PlCKIE 
HAS TO GET READY FOR THE STAGE- 
COACH.' HE'S GOING TO VISIT HIS 
t — t DAD IN ABILENE' 



THERE I WAS, PlCKIE, IN AN AWFUL } 
FIX.' MUST HAVE BEEN FIFTEEN OR J 
TWENTY OUTLAWS FACIN' ME.' BUT * 
I GOT THE PROP ON ’EM BAREHANPED 
.AND CAPTURED THE HULL PANG ^ 
Pp-r-r — t 1 -r GANG.' 





~V/fGVZl \ 




yf / THANKS . 




d ( FOR THE y 


n 


£1 V SWELL <1 




■ (^o&) 
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WOK] STRANGERS \NAW, PlCKIE/ I CAN 

tn town; MAyse spot badmen a mile 

TMEVRE OUTLAWS, /AWAY/ NOW, 

MU* GRAMPS7 V'iOU RUN ALONG AEm. 

• -- AND BE A 

\\ ( good boy.' y myr 



HEY, Ott> TIMER/ 
WHERE'S HENRY 
-/■ TURNER'S r 
C PLACE? J 



OVER THERE, 
PARTNERS.' HE 
. RUNS THE 
GENERAL STORE! 
FINE MAN/ 



JUST ROCKS AND \GOLP? BUT 
PIRT„ EH? SEE THOSE ) WHERE'P ^ 
BRIGHT SPECKS? ^ IT COME 1 
THIS HAPPENS TO «r FROM? i 

BE GOLD OPE l 



BUT HENRY TURNER IS NOT THE FINE 
MAN THE TOWN THINKS HE (S/ 



r MEET ME AT THE FORK 
ROAD OUTSipe TOWN IN 
AN HOUR ANP I’LL J 
[i*. SHOW YOU'^gj 



PIP you GET WEH, ANP HERE'S THE 



" w 1 i i un, nnu' me 

SAM CONPITf/pollCH.' BUT IT JUST a 

"■>- . LOOKS LIKE ROCKS ANP 

Vj ( DIRT TO US/ WHAT'S j 
! 1 Nnr mi Miir THE BIG 

- IDEATy 



YES - A LONG TIME AGO 
A RICH GOLP VEIN WAS WORKED 
HERE/ THERE WERE TWENTY OR 
MORE SHAFTS USED! BUT THE 
JhVEIN PETEREP OUT/ 



AN OLD 
MINE , 

shaft/ 



FOLLOW 

ME ANP YOU'LL. 
SEE WHERE 
THAT GOLP ^ 
ORE CAME Y 
FROM/ A 



I 



l 
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IT'S NOT THAT SIMPLE/ SAM ^ 
FIGURED OUT THAT THE NEW VEIN 
RUNS UNDER THE TOWN OF A 
BLUE VALLEY L SO THE TOWNS- 
PEOPLE OWN THE GOLD — UNLESS 
WE FINE? A WAY TO DRIVE THEM 
s CUTl THAT'S YOUR Jpg'*! 



SAM CONPIT WAS A \ . SO YOU \ 
PROSPECTOR. AND I \CAILED WE \ 
GRUBSTAKED HIM.' HE \IN FROM 
STUM8LEP ON A NEW ABILENE TO 
GOLD VEIN ... RIGHT / BUSHWHACK ) 
HERE.' AND HE WAS /Hi M.' NOW < 
ON HIS WAY TO THE STRIKE IS 
ABILENE TO HAVE >v yoURS — AND 
THOSE ORE SAMPLES MINE.' PRETTY 
ASSAYED.' WE KNEW /SMART, TURNER' 
IT WAS A. RICH .f-~ 




I GET IT.' THE \ RIGHT, FALLON.' 
REST OF MY GANG'S \thA"TS WHY I 
IN THE HILLS' WE'LL I HIRED YOU.' 
TURN THE TOWN VPRIVE EVERYBODY 
UPSIDE DOWN... yJUTOF BLUE VALLEY 
STARTING NOW/ ) THEN THIS NEW 
^^^^^j-^lSOLD STRIKE WILL 

be ourc: get to 

- wngur / 




g^NP SO, a REIGN -*y 
OF TERROR STRIKES 
QUIET BLUE VALLEY, 
WITH BRINK FALLON'S 
RUTHLESS GANG RIDING 
DAY AND NIGHT, 
PLUNDERING AND 
PILLAGING/ - ^ 



burn! rob! 
shoot! rill! 

we'll do a better 
JOB ON BLUE VALLEY 
-tfr THAN ANY. m 

/.( tornado/ J ■ 



y/WA^AA 



vip, yip, 
YAYVVY , 
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Vc AlARMEP TOWNSPEOPLE FINALLY HOLD A GRIM 
MEETING AT THE SHERIFFS OFFICE/ 



■NUGGETS NIECE. MARY CLARK, IS UNABLE TO STEM THE HUE 
AND CRY, EVEN WITH THE HELP OF HER FRIENPS, DOCTOR 
JOHNSON, AMP HIS SOM, TIM.' 



SHERIFF NUGGET 
NEVER BRINGS 
THEM IN/ 



WE HAVE TO GET 
A NEW MAN TO 
HANPLE THIS / 



I'M AFRAIP SO, MARY/ THE/ 

\ WON’T LISTEN TO ME , OR GIVE 
'NUGGET TIME/ THEY WANT A 
vfl£W M AN RIGHT 
MEw m AWAY/ r *21 Q 



POOR UNCLE NUGGET/ , 
HE'S TRYING HIS BESTj 
MUST HE BE REPLACED 
BY A NEW 

T man? Tllf* 



OH, TIM/ POOR 
I UNCLE NUGGET, 
1 WHEN HE HEARS 
THE NEWS... 
— n SOB! v 



SO I'LL HAVE TO GO TO UHERE.THERE, 
ABUENE AND ASK FOR /MARY/ DONT 
HELP/ I HAVE NO yTAKE ITSOHARI 

choice/ teamrrt^i \r~ 



TWO DAYS LATER, THE STAGECOACH RETURNS FROM 
ABILENE WITH DR. JOHNSON, PICKlE, ANP HIS 
FATHER, BILL HARPER 



A UNITED STATES DEPUTY 
N MARSHAL CALLED , 

\rockv lane! 

V ONE OF THEIR BEST 
MEN, THEY SAY.' 
HE'S RIDING TO 
TOWN BY. I 
HIMSELF/ ^ 



I HOPE IT'S SAFE BRINGING ^ 
DICKIE BACK TO BLUE VALLEY. 1 
WILL THAT NEW MARSHAL STOP 
THE OUTLAW GANG 7 i—C' 
WHO IS HE? 



WE’VE GOT OUR JOB CUT OUT' 
FOR US, BLACK JACK/ WHy (S 

* A SMALL PEACEFUL 

■ TOWN LIKE BLUE VALLEY 
SUDDENLY BEING v 
I BRV V PLUNDERED? WHATS 
iK^aV BEHIND IT? ^ 



SUDDENLY, 



I DON'T UNDERSTAND... \ 
SHOTS' MUST BE AN 
ATTACK ON THE STAGECOACH 
■ . AHEAP/ AMBLE, . 
( BLACK JACK/ 
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AHEAP, BRINK FALLON STRIKES AGAIN/ 



THE NEW MARSHAL'S PROBABLY 
ON THE COACH' ^ 
■ C RIPPLE IT/ J~~T 



CAN'T CHASE THOSE 
VARMINTS/ THE 
' STAGECOACH < 
HORSES ARE ) 
t* RUNNING y 

IX wild/ r 



I'LL CHECK 
THE LEAP 
’ HORSE / 



I'm afkaip so/ we 

MUST GET HIM TO 
r MY OFFICE IN 
V TOWN - FAST/ 



IS HARPER HIT BAD, 
DR. JOHNSON? ^ 
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BUT CRAMPS WILL \ 6 RAMPST OH,VOU MUST 
CATCH THOSE OUTLAWS/ ) MEAN SHERIFF NUGGET 
WAIT AND SEE ! V CLARK/ IS HE A GOOD 
SHERIFF, DICKIE? . 



lATER, AT THE POCWR'S OFFICE IN TOWN 



DADDY/ DADDY! 

' sob! «T7 



THERE, 
THERE, SONI 
EASY/ j* 



THAT'S RIGHT. I'M ^ 
NEW AROUND HERE. THE 
NAME'S ROCKY LANE, 
^T7 SHERIFF/ 



OH, SHERIFF, 
> TH/SIS „ 
THE NEW... 



He'S THE BEST SHERIFF 
IN THE WHOLE WORLD/ 
AND HERE HE IS NOW/ 

YOU’LL GET THOSE , 

. / OUTLAWS, WON'T T 

|| l YOU, GRANDPA ? J 



FINE, SHERIFF/ 

I'M YOUR MAN/ SEE 
YOU IN YOUR , . 

OFFICE LATER/ JT 



ROCKY LANE ) SURE, TO \ SAY, I COULD 
IS HERE < TAKE A \USEAYOUNG 
TO TAKE... )jOB.' GOT FELLER LIKE 

ANYTHING I SOU AS MV , 

FORME, < DEPUTY.' / 
1^,11 f SHERIFF! U HOW'S ) 

v i/r—'c aboutit?/ 



BUT - ROCKY/ Xv/VHY BREAK AN 
WHY DIDN'T YOU >OLD MAN'S HEART, 
LET ME TELL HIM ] DOCTOR/ I CAN 
YOU WERE THE -<HELP OUT AGAINST 
NEW MARSHAL? ) THE OUTLAWS AS 
• H,S DEPUTY JUST AS 

l Well as taking his 
7 place! keep my 

SECRET, WILL YOU? 



Sm 


' WHY - UN— 1 


1 


SURE, 




J 


J[ DICKIE 










i 


RL 
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ANPSOON, 



YOU HIT THE 
NAIL ON THE 
HEAP, SHERIFF. 
I LET'S CHECK— 
jr — r NOW/ y 



KEEP My BADGE AHP OVERHEARD/ 

PAPERS FOR ME, DOCTOR, ]gUT i'll KEEP YOUR 
SO NUGGET WON'T FIND /SECRET, TOO.' IT'S A 
OUT I'M A MARSHAL.' / WONDERFUL THING 
^ YOU'RE DOING FOR 

jjBRMK 1/ V — , MY UNCLE/ r< 



, RIGHT, SHERIFF/ ) YEH — UH-- 
DR. JOHNSON A WHY VO 
5 AID MANY SOME - 

\ FREIGHT WAGONS \ WAGONS 
) WERE ATTACKED- J GET 
' BUT OTHERS J THROUGH ? 
.GOT THROUGH VT 

sway/ 

V why? ic^t^grT^ 



' ALL RIGHT, 
ROCKY LANE, • 
YOU'RE MY , 
DEPUTY NOW/ 
FIRST THING . 
FOR US TO 00 
IS CATCH THEM 
MURDERING 
COYOTES/ X 



SURE/ YOU'RE REALLY ON 
YOUR TOES, SHERIFF/ WE'LL 
FIND OUT WHY SOME WAGONS 
GET THROUGH WITHOUT , 
-7 ATTACK/ THERE'S . — -<> 

t V one now/ / 



LATER. 



STOP, YOU/ WHAT 1 
■r ARE YOU > 
[ CARRYING?/ 



GRAIN - IF IT'S 
r ANY OF YOUR 
BUSINESS/ 



GRAIN? SINCE WHEN IS - 
GRAIN BLACK? I’LL TAKE A 
SAMPLE OF THIS ASP CHECK 
ON WHAT IT IS LATER/ 






Watching the road into town, sees the event. 



LOOKS LIKEOUR DRIVER , JAKE, 15 

HAVING TROUBLE/ LET'S GET -- 

INTO ACTION BEFORE THEY J 
7 FIND OUT ANYTHING/ 
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TRAMPLE 'EM 

r fiat/ 



...ROLL HIM 
BEHIND THIS 

mats i 



THE SHERIFF'S 
TOO DAZED TO 
. MOVE/ 

L GOT TO..., 



ANYWAY, 



NO USE SEARCHING. 
THERE ARE DOZENS 
OF SHAFTS AND 
HUNDREDS OF •< 
BRANCH TUNNELS/ > 
WE MAY AS WELL J 
GO BACH TO 
r TOWN/ Jfl 



THEY VANISHED- WAGON AND 
ALL.' HOW DID THEY 
w DISAPPEAR? 



THEY'RE VAMOOSINO/ 
COME ON, SHERIFF/ NOW 
WE'LL CHASE THEM DOWN 
^ ON OUR HORSES.'X 



J I'LL GET 
'THAT SAMPLE 
OF BLACK 
POWDER , 
ANALYZED/ 



^SHUCKS.' 
THEY MUSTA 
REACHED ONE 
, OF THOSE d 
OLD MINE ^ 
. SHAFTS/ J 





\\ \ 








[v Z' GET GOING, JAKE/ WE'LL TAKE )■ 
W| VCARE OF THOSE MEDDLERS/ *1 


min ^ 


38 




§, 




3 
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7 BUT WHY \to analyze some 

[ VO you 1 BLACK POWDER 
WANT THIS, I ROCKY LANE 
DOCTOR? / FOUND IN A ^ 
^ SUSPICIOUS ^ 
FREIGHT 1 
WAGON. ^ 



I’LL BE BACK 
LATER FOR * 
THE VERDICT, 
DOCTOR. 



HMMMi I HAVE 
A HUNCH WHAT 
IT IS. BUT TO . 
TEST IT, I'LL 
GET SOME ^ 
HYDRO-KETONIC 
ACID FROM -4 
TURNER'S STORE. 



DR. JOHNSON SHOULD BE 

ABLE TO ANALYZE 

— T IT FOR MEi J== 



FEARING HIS CUNNING PLOT WILL BE EXPOSED, HENRY 
TURNER VISITS BRINK FALLON AT THEIR SECRET HIDE- 
OUT IN THE DESERTED MINE. 1 



THAT'S BAD.' IF THE DOCTOR TELLS ROCKY LANE 
WHAT THAT POWDER IS, OUR WHOLE SCHEME y 
MIGHT BE EXPOSED - THAT WE'RE SECRETLY )- 
SHIPPING IN DYNAMITE TO BLAST FOR 
( GOLD' I'VE GOT TO TELL BRINK/ 



YOU KNOW, MAYBE T 
I OUGHT TO VISIT THE 
DOC? HE'S TOO , 

V HEALTHY' V 



...SO DR. JOHNSON 
MUST NOT FIND OUT 
IT'S DYNAMITE/ ^ 



STILL EXPERIMENTING. 
WE'LL STOP THAT-i . 
5>pr NOW/ jgjfyQ 



THAT NIGHT. 



DON'T.' I 
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HEY' WHAT'S THIS? A BADGE 
AND PAPERS' THAT ROCKY 
LANE'S A MARSHAL/ JUMPING 
RATTLESNAKES' WAIT'LL ^ 
to TURNER HEARS THIS.' ■ 



MOMENTS LATER, POCKV RETURNS, 
AND... , 

1 DR. JOHNSON - SHOT DBA 

( THOSE VARMINTS HIGHTAILING' 



WHILE I'M AT IT, MIGHT 
AS WELL SEE WHAT 
^ HE'S GOT IN 
■K HIS SAFE ! 



THOSE MURDERING 
POLECATS WILL PAY Ay 
w FOR THIS/ -gfli 



WE'LL SPLIT UP, TODD' I'LL 
SNEAK IN TURNER'S STORE 
AND HIDE/ YOU VAMOOSE 
OUT OF TOWN/ w_ 
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THAT'S ALL I WAS WAITING 
FOR, PARDNER/ HIT THE 

pirt.' - — ^rT 



ANP NOW MV 
GUNS EMPTY, 
1 TOO' . 



A CORNEREP RAT 
ALWAYS FIGHTS, EH7 



BUT flip TWO-GUN , TWO-FISTED MARSHAL 
QUICKLY ENDS THE BATTLE/ 



GWAAA 





LOOK, TURNER/ THIS BADGE 
AND THESE PAPERS BELONG TO 
ROCKY LANE, PROVING HE'S A 
UNITED STATES DEPUTY 
MARSHAL/ 



HAVE 



TO BE DOU5L' 
CAREFUL/ 



MEANWHILE, IN TURNER'S STORE. ••’V' WHAT? ■ 
THAT'S BAD/ 
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f TAKE IT EASY, TURNER/ 

TOPP WON'T TALK. I KNOW HIM . 
ANP NOW'S MV CHANCE TO GET 
OUT OF TOWN ANP BACK TO THE 
HlPB-OUTi JUST KEEP AN A 
k EYE ON ROCKY LANE JfX^C 
FROM NOW ON .' At I t 



IF TOPP TALKS, 
WE'RE SUNK.' 
W- WHAT'LL ^ 
I WE vo? M 



LANE CAPTUREP 
TOPP' HE'S TAKING 
HIM TO THE, 
HOOSEEOW/^H 



LAW? THE LAW IS ® 
)HELPLESS AROUNP ^ 
.'HERE.' WHERE'S THAT 
NEW MARSHAL WE WERE 
SUPPOSEPTOGET? WHY 
HASN'T HE SHOWN UP? ^ 



MEANWHILE, AT THE SHERIFFS OFFICE, 
AVERY BITTER YOUNG TIM JOHNSON 
HAS HEARP ABOUT HIS FATHER'S PEATW.' 



I'LL SHOOT HIM 
POWN LIKE THE 
7 RATTLER 
( HE IS/ ) 



HERE'S ONE N 
OF THE GANG 
-r NOW/ 



PUT IT AWAY, 
TIM! THE LAW 
WILL TAKE 
CARE OF 
HIM. 



I'M -UH-) SURE.' EVERYBODY'S ^ 
FLUMB ASORFY! BUT WHAT GOOD 
SORRY \POESTHATPO? WHV 
YOUR PAP [POESN'T SOMEBOPY GET 
WAS THOSE KILLERS ? ^ 

klLLEP,^B^ aM _ 0 -^H| 



TIM POES NOT KNOW ROCKY LANE'S SECRET, ANP MARY, 
WHO POES, HASTILY GETS HIM OUT.' 



A NEW MARSHAL, ^ 
HE SAIPi PO FOLKS 
THIHK I'M NO GOOP 
\ANY MORE? > 



FORGET IT, SHERIFF/ 
WE HAVE WORK TO PO- 
MAKING THIS COYOTE 
v TALK.' ^ 



NOTHING, UNCLE NUGGET' 
HE'S JUST EXCITED.' COME 
W_0 N, TIM, DEAR/^. 



NEW MARSHAL! 

WHAT PIP HE 
v MEAN? 
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who's your boss? wtfAT's your! 

GANG UP TO? WHAT'S BEHIND A 
AIL THIS ORNERY KILLING j— — <4 
AND RAIDING? WELL?^y H oHUM' 
701 HEAR 

1 1a noise? 



I'M AFRAID THE SHERIFF ISN'T 
GOING TO GET MUCH OUT OF HIM. 
. THIS MAY LAST ALL NIGHT ' I'LL 
FIX UP SOME COFFEE FOR 
1 _-r, ALL OF US.' , ■<. 




I THOUGHT SO' WE'D 
BETTER TRY ANOTHER 
to- r PLAN ' . 



HOURS LATER 



'DING-BLAST THAT > 
VARMINT' DIDN'T GET 
TWO WORDS OUT V 
fc, OF HIM ! 





I'VE PREPARED FOOD FOR THE PRISONER.' 1 
BUT SUPPOSE AFTER I BRING IT IN, I FORGET 
TO LOCH THE DOOR, AND HE ESCAPES? 



YOU MEAN 
WE LET HIM 

' GET r. 
AWAV7J 



SURE THING' SHERIFF, I'M 
MIGHTY PROUD TO BE YOUR 
DEPUTY' I'M LEARNING ^ 
THINGS FROM YOU THAT 
MIGHT MAKE ME AS GOOD i 
A SHERIFF AS — 

YOU ARE 
SOMEDAY/aH 



[ RIGHT, SON' NOW YOU 
FIX IT UP FOR HIM TO ^ 
'ESCAPE JUST LIKE YOU... 

I MEAN, LIKE I FIGURED , 
•ferw IT OUT.' <3 
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IT'S ABOUT 
TIME YOU 
GUYS FED 
ME/ 



NOW I'LL FORGET 
TO LOCK THE POOR/' 



HEY/ THAT DUMB RANNY 
r FORGOT TO LOCK 
^ C MY POOR ; hjJJM 



nobodyaround: 

HAH, WHAT A 
JAIL THIS IS/ 



SAY/ THAT'S THE 
PRISONER/ HE 
.ESCAPE?! ^ 



HE BIT/ THERE'S 
TODD NOW/ 



NOW WE FOLLOW 
HIM UP, SECRETLY. 






general 
• STORE - 



HENRY TURNER, THE BRAINS BEHIND THE OUTLAW 
GANG, HAS QUICKLY SEEN THROUGH ROCKY'S CLEVER PLAN; 



TURNER/ THE 
OUTLAW BROKE 
f (JAIL i m 



> GET Him, TIM' DON'T 
LET HIM GET AWAY/ 

CHASE HIM! jg 



, LANE'S SMART, LETTING TODD ESCAPE, SO HE ™ 
CAN FOLLOW HIM / BUT TIM WILL SPOIL THE PLAN.' BY 
CHASING TODD, HE'LL SPILL THE BEANS TO TODD 
THAT HE'S FOLLOWED/ v ^ ^ ^ 
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Got to rope that 
HOT-HEADED YOUNG 
BUCKAROO.' .. 



HE'LL RUIN THE 
WHOLE PLAN ! 



gSORRV, TIM / BUT THIS IS THE 
l ONLY THING TO VO! MAYBE 
TOPD DIDN'T SEE YOU 
CHASING HIM.' 



BUT TOPP HAS BEEN SUFFICIENTLY WARNED 
BY A FLYING BULLET FROM TIM.' 



WINGED ME! SO THEY'RE 



FOLIOWING ME, EH? 
I'LL CIRCLE THIS 
WAY ANP GIVE 'EM 
. THE SLIP.' ^ 



BUT TIM HAS REACHED A CONCLUSION OF HIS OWN. 



THAT PIP IT.' ^ 
TODD VANISHED 
t LIRE A . 
GHOST.' 



TIM SPOILED IT ALL / 
WELL, LET'S GO BACH 

^ AND EXPLAIN 

BBT TO HIM! a 



NOW WAIT, TIM, 



IT'S ALL VERY CLEAR NOW, 



YOU'VE GOT THIS 
ALL WRONG... 



ROCKY LANE/ YOU LET TOPP 
ESCAPE, ANP STOPPED ME .Y*r 
FROM CAPTURING HIM- If* 
BECAUSE YOU'RE —-"l 
PART OF THE , Y V 
OUTLAW GANG! j 
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r DON'T TRY TO COVER \ HOW PO YOU LIKE 
UP, YOU SIDEWINDER / ] THAT, SHERIFF? NOW 

WAIT'LL THE FOLKS IN TOWN / I'M AN OUTLAW.' . 
^ HEAR OF THIS ' 



MEANWHILE, HENRY TURNER HOLDS A POW-WOW WITH 
BRINK FALLON ANP THE WOUNDED TOPP, AT THEIR HIDE-OUT.' 



ROCKY LANE LET TODD 
ESCAPE ANP TRIED TO 
FOLLOW HIM 
HER El HE'S 
CLEVER.' /.flb 



TOO DERN CLEVER/ WE'VE 
SOT TO COOK HIS GOOSE, 
FAST.' ^ 



PON'T YOU SET IT? ' 
YOU'RE NOW THE NEW 
UNITED STATES ^ 
DEPUTY MARSHAL, 

SENT FROM ABILENE I 
TO HELP BLUE 
VALLEY 



YOU CAN EASILY \ SURE' I PIP ALL 
GET AWAY WITH \ MY RAIDING 
IT, SINCE NOBODY ) WITH A MASK' 
KNOWS YOU WITH THE OFFICIAL 

ANYHOW.' / BADGE ANP PAPERS, 
tto— THEY'LL HAVE TO 

HM Ora take me for 

If ;'- / X the marshal' 



JUMPING HORNED 
I TOADS' TURNER, 
„ YOU'RE A 
r GENIUS' g 



HOLD YOUR HORSES, 
BRINK' I'VE GOT 
A MUCH BETTER 
IDEA.' THIS IS ^ 
ROCKY LANE'S ^ 
BADGE ANP £ 
PAPERS' 



BUT WHY PIN 
1 THE BADGE 

on ME? 



TIM DOESN'T KNOW I'M A MARSHAL/ AND I DON'T 
WANT TO REVEAL IT WHILE OLD SHERIFF NUGGET - 
IS AROUND/ I RECKON I'LL JUST HAVE TO 

BLUFF THIS THROUGH, AND TRY TO CALM y 
^ TIM DOWN/ 



BACK IN' TOWN, A CRISIS HAS ARISEN.' 



LISTEN, FOLKS.' THAT MAN, ROCKY LANE, 
LET AN OUTLAW ESCAPE JAIL, AND THEN 
STOPPED ME FROM CHASING HIM/ IN ^ 

MY BOOK, THAT MAKES y — -"fl 

W/M AN , — 

OUTLAW/ J S&\ 



SiUM 
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NOW LISTEN, TIM' 
I CAN EXPLAIN 
EVERYTHING... 



I EXPLAIN NOTHING.' 

I WE'RE SUPPOSE!? TO 
GET A NEW LAWMAN 
FROM ABILENE' ^ 
AS SOON AS HE ] 
SHOWS UP... J 



I'M DEPUTY MARSHAL 



WH-WHAT? 



FARRELL, FROM 
s. ABILENE' 



HERE 
I A Mi 



\ MV PAPERS ' NOW 
) I GET IT.' BUT ■< 
/ POOR NUGGET.' 

AT LAST THE BLOW < 
I TRIED TO AVOID 
' FALLS ON HIM / J 



AND HERE 
ARE THE PAPERS 
TO PROVE . 



AND THE FIRST THING l'M 
GOING TO DO IS ARREST 
ROCKY LANE ! HE'S A GUY 
WE'VE WANTED FOR 
A LONG TIME.' 



YEH, OLD TIMER.' 
\ PACK YOUR BAG Si 
I I'M TAKING ^ 
OVER RIGHT f? 
Trr NOW.' M 



THEN ...THEN 
VOU TAKE MY 
PLACE.' IS THAT 
HOW IT IS? > 



WHAT? 



REALIZING HIS DEADLY PREDICAMENT, ROCKY 
LANE BREAKS AWAY FROM THE FALSE LAWMAN. 



GET GOING, 
BLACK JACK. 



HEADING FOR 
THE WIDE OPEN 
SPACES' j 
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f CHASE HIM' AS ^ 
DEPUTY MARSHAL, 
I ORDER EVERY ABLE 
MAN IN SIGHT TO 
— 7 HELP ME' 

( COME ON. 1 7 



'HALF THE TOWN > 
IS AFTER ME.' BUT 
I CAN'T AFFORD 
TO BE CAUGHT > 
■ — J NOW.' Y 






THEY'LL NEVER CATCH 
BLACK JACK AMP 
THEY'LL SOON SEE j 
n HE'S RIDERLESS/ 



THIS IS AN OLD TRICK, BUT 
IT OFTEN WORKS' BLACKJACK 
WILL LEAD THEM ON A WILD 
GOOSE CHASE.' KEEP A 
GOING, OLD PARD.' 



f WHOA.' BLAST IT, 
ROCKY LANE GAVE US 
THE SLIP SOMEWHERE. 
NO USE CHASING . 
THAT HORSE' 



r BY NOW, GOOD 
'OLD BLACKJACK 
' HAS CIRCLED . 
< 8ACK... J 



LATER. 



^ ATTA BOY, BLACKJACK/ ~ 
WE'VE GOT A LOT OF WORK TO 
DO TO STRAIGHTEN THIS WHOLE 
MESS OUT.' WITH AN OUTLAW 
- IMPERSONATING ME AS THE 
MARSHAL, I'M IN A BAP SPOT.' 
I'D BETTER CONTACT 
SHERIFF NUGGET IN 
s. TOWN - TONIGHT/ JHu 
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THAT NIGHT, IN DOCTOR JOHNSON'S HOME, WHERE LITTLE 

DIO/lF WAS BFFN STAY1N6 SINCE THE DEATH OF HIS FATHER.-. 



pfCtflc HAS BEEN STAYING SINCE THE DEATH OF HIS FATHER. 



YES, DICKIE, I'M GOING AWAY; 



NOBODY WANTS ME NO MORE. 
OLD HAS-BEEN, I RECKON.' 1 
A NEW MARSHAL ANP I'M . 
KICKED OUT/ 



NO, GRAMPS/ 
DON'T GO! YOU'RE 
THE BEST SHERIFF 
IN THE WHOLE 
V WORLD/ 




I SECOND THE 
MOTION, NUGGET/ 
YOU'RE THE BEST • 
SHERIFF THERE IS. 
OUST STAY ANP 
P/?OV£ IT/ > 



ROCKY 

LANE! 




HE'S NO MARSHAL, 
\NUGGET.' TAKE MY 
I WORP FOR IT/ IN 
/FACT, HE MUST BE 
AN OUTLAW/ PIP 
-fcYOU EVER SEE HIM 
BEFORE? 



MIGHTY NICE 
OF YOU, ROCKV/ 
BUT THAT NEW 
MARSWALTOOK 
MY PLACE / 
ANP... 







i f J ! 4 


Vjjp 




' . '’V\' 




















| 


; 


mZM 




WAIT! I pip 

SEE HIM, WEEKS 
AGO/ HE ROPE . 
INTO TOWN WITH 
TOPP ANP ASKEP 
FOR HENRY ^ 
TURNER'S ) , 

PLACE.' J C< 



. TURNER? COULD HE ) 

) BE IN CAHOOTS J- 
' WITH THEM? WE'VE 
\GOT TO FINP OUT/ 
/SHERIFF, NOW YOU < 
HAVE TO STAY TO 
Nr— r HELP SOLVE > 
THIS 

mystery: J 



PAP-BLAST IT/ I'LL STAY 
s ANP GET TO THE 
BOTTOM OF THIS.' I* 



GOOD 
FOR YOU, 
GRAMPS. 
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TIM' ROCKY LANE IS THE K£A L \ RIGHT, TIM ' AND THAT 
MARSHAL! HE KEPT IT SECRET ALL ) IMPOSTER IN MY PLACE 
THIS WHILE SO POOR NUGGET -<IS IN CAHOOTS WITH 

^ r= rT WOULDN'T ) NONE OTHER THAN * 

KNOW/ 7 HENRY TURNER.' 



GOSH, ROCKY/ THAT 
EXPLAINS EVERYTHING; 
HOW COULD I BE _ 
SUCH A FOOL— 



. FORGET IT, TIM/ BUT 
) PLEASE-- DON'T LET SHERIFF 
NUGGET KNOW I'M A MARSHAL/ 
-r I CAN STILL CRACK THIS^ 
V-/ CASE JUST AS H/S J] 
DEPUTY/ V 



SOON, AT THE SHERIFF'S OFFICE, NUGGET PLAYS 
HIS PART TO THE HILT/ 



WHEN THE SHERIFF COMES POWN AGAIN, A PLAN, 
IS QUICKLY WORKED OUT TO EXPOSE HENRY TURNER/ 



I'LL GO, MARSHAL. 



HEY, OLP TIMER / I TOLDWBWPBBBWWP^ 
YOU TO PACK UP BUT, AFTER ALL, FIRST *- 
*7 ANP 60! J I'P BETTER TELL YOU WHAT 
/-Ttr^ rC CASES I WAS WORKING 

I* //-— ^ on, so's you 

v/ ( ( CAN CARRY 

WMMS' on/ 



NUGGET, YOU KEEP THAT CROOKED 
MARSHAL BUSY IN YOUR OFFICE 1 TIM, YOU 
VISIT TURNER ANP TELL HIM YOU'RE GOING 
TO SEARCH THE MINES FOR THE OUTLAW 
HIDE-OUT' THAT WILL ALARM TURNER, 
v AND MAKE HIM SHOW HIS HAND/ , 
— T GET ITT , 



ANP TIM SOWS THE SEEPS Of PANIC IN TURNER 



OH, FOR GOSH SAXES/ 
\WHO CARES? — I MEAN- 
I UH-ALL RIGHT, SHERIFF, 

■ — r I’LL GET 'EM / -nfl 



NOW, TAKE THIS HORSE 
THIEF! ANP THIS WIFE- 
BEATER/ ANP THIS GUV 
WHO POISONS DOGS' 
AIN'T THEY r r— -|T 
AWFUL? 



V YES, TURNER 



FIND THAT OUTLAW HIDE-OUT IN 
THE MINES/ GIVE ME ANOTHER 
BOX OF SHELLS IN CASE wgj 
I HEED THEM/ W , ifffi ffl 
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TO WARN THE 



LATER, AT THE WIVES* 



TURNER GOES - ... 

OUTLAWS ~AN0 ROCKY LANE 
FOLLOWS/ 



.TOWN AND HE'S BEING 
1 FOLLOWED/ I DON'T 
gpr LIKE THAT/ r-1 



r SO THAT'S THE MINE SH*Af 
THEY USE AS A HIDE-OUT.' 
m- I'LL LET TURNER . ^ 
■Lw GO IN 



. THERE GOES TURNER/ HE'S THE 
CULPRITALLRIGHT' I'LL NAB ( 
«t HIM WHEN HE MEETS THE y* 
Jgg OUTLAW GANG/ 



SO THAT'S IT, TURNER/ A GOLD ^ 
STRIKE/ ANP YOU'RE IN CAHOOTS, 
WITH THE OUTLAWS / TICKLE > 

CLOUPS, ALL YOU . 

OWLHOOTS/ 2 , . ^ 



ROCKY LANE/ 
>OU FOLLOWED 
. ME her£/ j 



f LISTEN/ TIM JOHNSON \ 
MAY BE PROWLING AROUNP . 
SOON/ WATCH FOR HIM/ W£ 
DON'T WANT HIM FINPING 
OUT WE'RE REAPV TO 

K dynamite for 

GOLD/ 



VEH, BUT T FOLLOWED HIM. 
NOW y OU TICKLE CLOUPS, 
— r ROCKY LANE/ ,—-6 



I'LL BURN HIM 
DOWN RIGHT 
^ N OW... ^ 



NO, WAIT, BRINK/ WE CAN 
STILL USE HIM FOR A SCAPEGOATj 
LATER -- AFTER YOUR GANG 
DRIVES EVERYONE OUT OF 

- , TOWN —TONIGHT / TIE Jf 

^kHIM UP FOR NOW/^fc ; 
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RIGHT.' /MY GANG WILL EMPTY 
THE TOWN - ANP WE'LL BLAME 
IT ON THIS GALOOT.' TAKE , 
GOOP CARE OF 
HIM, BOYS! y ^ 



ANP WHILE ROCKY LIES HELPLESS THROUGH 
THE NIGHT, THE GANG OF BAPMEN RAIP5 THE 
TOWN RUTHLESSLY, CLIMAXING THEIR LONG 
R EIGN OF TERROR IN ONE FRIGHTFUL CARNAGE: 






X I SAIP, EVERYBODY OUT OF A 
' TOWN / I'VE GOT A BIG POSSE 
COMING FROM ABILENE, BUT THEY 
WON'T GET HERE TONIGHT' SO, TO A 
VSAVE YOUR FAMILIES, GET OUT 

n-r of town! 

| — V HEAR MG'? 



AW BRINK FALLON, THE FALSE MARSHAL, 
CARRIES THROUGH THE PLAN ! . 



I THE ONLY 

I SAFE THING TO PO RIGHT NOW * 
IS EVACUATE THE TOWN/ THAT'S 
AN ORPER-FROMME.' 



WHAT'LL WE PO, 

marshal? our 

WOMEN ANP * 
CHILPREN ARE 
IN PANGER*- 



MAKEUPA 

WAGON TRAIN ANP TAKE EVERY- 
. BODY OUT.' NOW.' 
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PERFECT/ THEY'RE AIL LEAVING 
TOWN. 1 AND THEY’LL NEVER COME 
BACK, NEITHER! I WOULDN'T 




YOU JOIN THE WAGON 
TRAIN, WHILE I GO LOOK 
FOR ROCKY IN THE ^ 
MINES/ jrffll 




MEANWHILE, NUGGET ANt? TIM ARE BEWILDERED 



BY THE SUODEN TURN OF EVENTS . 



TIM, YOU GOTTA 
TAKE MARY AND 4 
yr- DICKIE OUT 

Lof town, too/ 



^SOMETHING WENT 
WRONG! POCKY DIDN'T 
COME BACK/ WHAT’LL 
WE DO? tr—£. 




GOSH ALL HEMLOCK.' NARY A SIGN OF NOBODY/ 
THERE MUST BE SOME KIND OF CONCEALED 
MINE SHAFT/ BUT I CAN'T FIND IT/ 

WAIT -- WHAT'S THAT--? * — 



SNORT/ 

SNORT, 




THE SHERIFF/ BUT HE'S 
FACING TWO GUNMEN / < 
GOT TO EVEN THE ODDS , 
r FOR HIM BEFORE HEJ 
RUSHES IN/ 



BY GOLLY/ HE'S SHOWING ME 
THIS HIDDEN SHAFT/ ROCKY , 
LANE MUST BE IN THERE', 

THAT HOSS IS ALMOST j 

tanwr HUMAN/ y-^XTrlm 



IT'S BLACK JACK, ROCKY'S HORSE. 1 

SEEA/S LIKE HE'S JUST BEGGING 
s — r ME TO FOLLOW HIM/ , '' 
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GOOD WORK, ROCKY.' ANP 
I’LL CONK THIS HOM8RE 
AFORE HE CAN PRAW-' 



SO HOW ABOUT HOT 

COFFEE IN THIS ' 

JASPER'S 
FACE? V 



^EOVVww! 



THE WHOLE PLOT IS CLEAR NOW, SHERIFF.' > 
A GOLD VEIN RUNS UNPER THE TOWN/ TURNER 
HIRED BRINK FALLON, A GUNMAN OF ABILENE, 
TO CLEAR OUT THE TOWN, SO THEY COULP v 
CLAIM THE GOLD STRIKE FOR ^ 

T ~~ ^ THEMSE L VES •' ) / / 



THEN EVERYBODY 
... WILL BE # 
W KILLED/ JO 



WORST OF ALL, I HEARP THESE 
HOM3RE5 GLOATING HOW BRINK 
AND TURNER ARE NOW GOING j 
TO USE DYNAMITE t- 
AND START AN L’- 
AVALANCHE— 

DOWN ON 

the wagon \ / *«tmm 

TRAIN I S— 
LEAVING J / vlx v/? 
TOWN! 



EXACTLY/ WITH THE AVALANCHE 1 
EXPLAINED AWAY AS AN ACCIDENT, j. 
BRINK AND TURNER COULD CLAIM 
THE GOLP STRIKE ANP 
BE IN THE CLEAR / 



Y WHAT A 
r LOW-DOWN, 
SNAKE-IN-THE 
GRASS SCHEME, 
■r WE GOTTA 4 
STOPIT/ j 



AND AS DAWN SPREADS ITS ROSY GLOW OVER THE 
WESTERN RANGES, ROCKY LANE AND NUGGET SPEED 
ON A DESPERATE RACE AGAINST TIME/ _ 
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BUT ALREADY STATIONED* IN THE HILLS 
OVERLOOKING THE SCENE ARE BRINK 
FALLON AND TURNER/ 



WAIT TILL THE WAGON 
TRAIN GETS DIRECTLY 
. UNDER US/ 




WHAT? 

BUT 
WHY 7 



YEN' THEN I LIGHT THIS \ THEN WE GO BACH TO 
DYNAMITE AND BLOW HALF ) THE EMPTy TOWN AND 
A MOUNTAIN SIDE ./CLAIM THE WHOLE GOLC 
DOWN ON ’EM/ J V STR,KE F0K OURSELVES 



BUT ROCKY LANE REACHES THE 
LEADING WAGON, DRIVEN By TIM, 



TIM.' TURN OFF THE ROAD/ 
HURRY.' LEAD THE WAGON 
.TRAIN INTO OPEN LAND.' 



NO TIME TO EXPLAIN/ 
JUST FOLLOW THE SHERIFF. 1 
HE'LL LEAD YOU TO 
OPEN LAND/ 



THE WAGON TRAIN IS TURNING OFF THE ROAD/ 

QUICK! LIGHT THE FUSE AND START ^ 

■ — THE AVALANCHE / J Ji > 
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THERE GOES THE 
AVALANCHE' 



WHEEEWW! THAT WAS ” 

mighty close.' the avalanche 

JUST MISSED GETTING THAT • 
LAST WAGON ^ 
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f 




NO, YOU DON'T, 
YOU MURPERING 
COYOTE.' 



THE WAGON 
TRAIN , 
ESCAPED/ 



NOW TO SETTLE ^ 
SCORES WITH TURNER 
AND BRINK FALLON 
? UP THERE' A 



I \ YEH , BUT MY 1 
MEN ARE STILL 1 
J BELOW, WITHIN ^ 
r SHOOTING RANGE/ 
* I'LL SIGNAL THEM TO 
OPEN FIRE.' WE CAN 
STILL KILL OFF MOST . 
—f OF 'EM THAT fjiT 
WAY/ J//7g 



ROCKY LAN E 1 . 
I'LL PLUG YOU- 

VI PBS I 



YAAAAA 



LET'S PLAY RODEO/ ^ 
I'LL BE THE BULLDOZER/ 
AND YOU TWO MAVERICKS 
V BE THE BULLS' 



ARGHHHi 



THE TWO 
SCHEMERS 
ATTEMPT 
FRANTICALLY 
TO RUN AWAY, 
BUT THERE 
IS NO ESCAPE 
FROM THEIR 
GRIM 
NEMESIS.' 





if w 


7 ' 




iVJ ^ 








Jfi 
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UPON YOUR FEET , VOU SLAB-SIPEP 
POLECAT/ YOU'RE NOT GOING TO GET 
OUT OF IT THIS EASY/ x' 



THIS IS FOR RILLING 
PICRIE'S FATHER/ 



OOOMPH; 



THIS ONE'S FOR 
PR. JOHNSON/ 



THIS IS FOR THE TOWN 
-T OF BLUE VALLEY /_ 
V. IN GENERAL// J, 



ANP THIS ONE'S 
FOR ME/ 
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LOOK OUT/ THE EDGE OF 
THE CUFF IS CRUMBLING 
fc-f UNDER YOU — / £ 



YOU WON'T MANHANDLE ME, 
LANE/ I'M GOING TO BLOW 
■ YOU TO SMITHEREENS ^ 
WITH THIS DYNAMITE/ J 



NOW IT'S 
YOUR ^ 
TURN. 7 s 
TURNER// 



WHAT- 

HELP, 



BUT THERE IS NO EARTHLY HELP FOR THE SCHEMING 
STOREKEEPER AS HE PLUNGES TO HIS DOOM/ 



EEEAAAAA. 



WHAT AN ENDING FOR TURNER/ NOT 
ONLY HIM . BUT THE REST OF THE 
OUTLAW GANG/ HE DROPPED RIGHT 
AMONG THEM WITH THE DYNAMITE / 



LATER, AS PEACE ONCE MORE REIGNS. 



r SON, YOU SURE DIP 
A JOB OF WORK/ NOW 
THE PEOPLE CAN ALL a 
GO BACK TO TOWN, J 
-7 SAFE ANP . ( 

( SOUND/ JHHc 



ONLY GOT ONE PRISONER 
FOR YOU, SHERIFF/ RECKON 
YOU SAW WHAT HAPPENEP 
^ TO THE REST/ 



LOOK OUT/ 
HE'S COMING 
► STRAIGHT < 
DOWN AT J 
-7 US' r* 
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LATER, AT THE SHERIFF'S OFFICE 



MY JOB'S DONE, SO I'LL BE 
RUNNING ALONG NOW... El 



WELL, YOU'RE SHERIFF AGAIN, NUGGET/ AND 
I CONSIDER IT AN HONOR THAT 1 WAS YOUR 
DEPUTY FOR A WHILE/ THE GOLD STRIKE 
^^BELONGS TO THE TOWN NOW/ 



KEWMU* 



DON'T SAY NOTHING, SON/ YOU DON'T 
HAVE TO.' ALL I GOT TO SAY IS YOU'RE 
THE DAD-BLASTED, PING-DONGDEST ^ 
SQUARE-SHOOTER I EVER MET/ AND \ 
I'M PROUD TO SHAKE YOUR HAND-->/ 
MARSHAL/ 



YOU FORGOT THESE, MY MARSHAL'S BADGE v 

ROCKY' I THINK YOU'LL) AND PAPERS/ THEN YOU 
BE NEEDING THEM ! J KNOW NOW -- UH — GOSH, 
r . , — — ■ I — I HARDLY KNOW 



THANKS/ 



NOW, TELL ME THE 
WHOLE STORY, GR AMPS: 
TELL ME HOW YOU 
LICKED THE WHOLE t-"" 
OUTLAW GANG ) N( 
AND... J 



\ WHOA, DICKIE/ I'LL TELL 
! ) YOU A STORY, ALL RIGHT/ 
/BUT IT'S GOING TO BE A 
STORY ABOUT ROCKY LANE, 

OT ME/ HE'S THE DOGGONDEST 
BEST MARSHAL IN THE A 
WHOLE WORLD/ -gdfl 



WELL, I'LL BE RAMBLING ALONG/ 
PLEASED TO HAVE KNOWN 
VOU/ ,| | 



GOODBYE, 

ROCKY/ 





WHAT TO SAY--L 








/ ^ x / 







"ROCKY" LANE ENCOUNTERS HOSTILE GUNS AND THE STRANGEST ENIGMA 
OF HIS CAREER IN REPUBLIC PICTURES' "GUNMEN OF ABILENE" 





'ROCKY* LANE 



RIDES THE RANGE FOR JUSTICE IN 



A REPUBLIC MOVIE YOU CAN'T AFFORD TO MISS! 




